1220- 040
22 Aug 2002
Page 1 of 8

M LPERSMAN 1220- 040

SUBMARI NE QUALI FI CATI ONS DESI GNATI ON FOR ENLI STED
MEMBERS

Responsi bl e | CNO (N879) Phone: DSN 669- 7811
Ofice COM| (703) 604-7811
FAX 664- 7858

Gover ni ng NAVPERS 15909G Enlisted Transfer Manual
Directives |NAVMED P-117, Manual of the Medical Departnent
COVNAVCRUI TCOM NST 1130. 8F

OPNAVI NST 5355. 3B

1. Policy

a. The designation “Qualified in Submarines” represents an
i ntensi ve personal effort to neet the high standards and speci al
requi renents of submarine duty. Only volunteers will be
assigned to submarine training under normal circunstances. Non-
volunteers will be assigned only when sufficient volunteers
cannot be obtai ned.

b. Based on the investnent of training costs and | ong
pl anning tinme, assignnment to submarine duty is not elective
after issuance of a transfer directive leading to duty in
submari nes.

2. Eigibility Requirenents. The specified eligibility
requi renments for submarine duty may be found in NAVPERS 15909G
chapter 5.

3. Training Requirenents

a. Basic Enlisted Submarine School (BESS), a school for the
basic training of enlisted nen for submarine duty at Naval
Submari ne Base, New London, G oton, CT, is a prerequisite for
qualification in submarines for all enlisted ratings with the
exception of nuclear trained personnel. Conmmanding officers
(CCs) of submarines receiving enlisted personnel fromthis
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school shall not consider themas “qualified in submarines” nor
their training conplete. Before being designated as “qualified
i n submarines”, each individual shall pass an oral and practical
exam nation that denonstrates sufficient know edge of ships’
systens and operating procedures pertaining to the submarine on
whi ch servi ng.

b. Personnel not previously “qualified in submarines” are
not eligible to be so designated by the COuntil they have
served, for duty, at least 6 nonths in operational subnarines,
with the exception that service in new construction submari nes
may be counted fromthe commencenent of builder’s sea trials.
Amplifying details for qualification are issued by the submarine
force comanders.

c. Personnel serving in a non-submarine source rating or
not assigned to a submarine for duty, serving in a tenporary
duty status onboard a subnmarine, who conplete requirenments for
qualification in submarines nust request a waiver of eligibility
standards from Navy Personnel Comrmand ( NAVPERSCOM) ( PERS-403)
via the CO of the ship on which qualified, info the submarine
force commander. |If the waiver is approved by NAVPERSCOM
(PERS-403), submarine designator 7 (SG wll be assigned.

4. Physical Requirenents. Before being assigned to a
submari ne, each enlisted nenber nust neet the physical standards
specified in NAVMED P-117.

5. Submarine Qualification Designations. Submarine
qualification designations are defined as foll ows:

Desig 1 (SS) |Designated “qualified in submarines.”

Desig 2 (SU) |[Designated “in training for subnarine qualifications.”

Desig 5 (SQ |[Designated “qualified for subnmarines,” but not planned
for future assignnent to subnarine duty.

Desig 7 (SG |Designated “qualified for subnarines,” but not in
subnmari ne source rating or NEC, not detailed by the
subnmari ne conmmunity.

Desig 8 (SP) |[Designated “previously assigned in subnarines;”
assigned only to those personnel disqualified for
submari ne duty and serving in a submarine support
billet; detailed by the submarine community, but not to
be reassigned to submarine duty w thout prior approval
of NAVPERSCOM ( PERS- 403) .
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6. Designation 5 (SQ . Submarine designation Desig 5 (SQ w |l
be assigned by NAVPERSCOM ( PERS-403) to enlisted personnel in
submarine source ratings who are qualified in submarines but not
expected to serve again in the submarine force. Personnel
assigned Desig 5 (SQ designator are entitled to wear the

enl i sted submari ne breast insignia. Personnel assigned Desig 5
(SQ designator shall have the follow ng service /record NAVPERS
1070/ 613, Adm nistrative Remarks entry made:

“(Date): Assigned enlisted submarine designation Desig 5 (SQ.
Menber entitled to wear the enlisted submari ne breast insignia.

Aut hority: (Cite the source docunent notifying of Desig 5 (SQ
desi gnation).”

NOTE: Personnel assigned a Desig 5 (SQ or Desig 7 (SG who
desire to return to submarine duty nust formally request
reinstatenent in accordance with the procedures i n NAVPERS
15909G chapter 5.

7. Designation 7 (SQ.

a. Submarine designation Desig 7 (SG wll be assigned by
NAVPERSCOM ( PERS- 403) for the follow ng reasons:

(1) Conversion to a non-subnmarine source rating or to an
NEC det ai |l ed outside of the submarine community.

(2) Non-submarine source rating who is approved to be
designated “qualified in submarines.”

b. Personnel assigned Desig 7 (SG designator shall have
the foll ow ng service record NAVPERS 1070/ 613 entry nade:

“Date: Assigned enlisted submarine designation Desig 7 (SG.
Menber entitled to wear the enlisted submari ne breast insignia.

Aut hority: (Cite the source docunent notifying of Desig 7 (SG
designation).”

8. Designation 8 (SP)

a. Submarine designation Desig 8 (SP) may be assigned by
NAVPERSCOM ( PERS- 403) to personnel disqualified from submarine
duty. Each person who is disqualified is normally assigned to a
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submari ne support billet for a 2-year tour of duty if a valid
billet exists.

b. Submarine nuclear trained personnel who are physically
disqualified fromsubmarine duty will be assigned as a surface
nucl ear operator. No formal notification of Desig 8 (SP)
assignment i s nade by NAVPERSCOM ( PERS-403) and service record
entries are not required.

c. Assignnent of Desig 8 (SP) is for NAVPERSCOM assi gnment
and tracki ng purposes only, but will reflect on a command
Enlisted Distribution Verification Report (EDVR). Further
gui dance on Desig 8 (SP) nmay be found in NAVPERS 15909G
chapter 5.

9. Subnarine Qualification |Insignias

a. The submarine qualification insignia represents the
conpl etion of prescribed training and the successful
qualification for submarine service. The insignia shows that
the wearer has qualified for submarine duty but does not
necessarily indicate that the wearer is currently serving in the
submari ne force.

b. Enlisted nenbers who have been “disqualified” from
submarine duty shall normally by the same authority have their
privilege to wear the submarine insignia revoked. A nmenber who
has been physically disqualified for submarine duty nay conti nue
to wear the submarine insignia. Oher unique circunstances nay
convi nce the submarine disqualification authority to | eave
intact a fornmer submariner’s privilege to wear this insignia.

10. Use of Subnarine Desighations

a. Submarine designations “SS” or “SU shall be placed in
parenthesis imediately after the nenber’s rate or rating
abbreviation, e.g., M\(SS), SA(SU. Al service record pages
and all correspondence pertaining to the nenber thereafter,
until such tine as the submari ne designator may be revoked,
shal | include the appropriate designation. In addition, the
outside of the enlisted service jacket shall be stanped
“Qualified in Submarines (SS, SG or SQ” as appropriate.

b. A nmenber who has received a submarine designator and is
subsequently transferred fromduty in submarines shall retain
t he designator unless it has been renoved or changed due to
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disqualification. Additionally, entitlenment to wear the
enlisted submarine warfare insignia remains until such tinme that
entitlement is revoked.

c. \Wien a nenber has been exam ned and is qualified for
submari ne duty, an entry shall be nmade in his service record as
fol |l ows:

“(Date): Qualified in submarines this date and assigned
enl i sted submarine designation Desig 1 (SS).”

11. Authority to Assign or Revoke Designators

a. Only NAVPERSCOM ( PERS-403) and submarine force
commander s have authority to renove submari ne designators.
Subrmarine force commanders will act only on the cases of those
personnel who are under their operational or adm nistrative
command. NAVPERSCOM ( PERS-403) will act on all other cases.

b. Authority for assignment of any enlisted submarine
desi gnator i s NAVPERSCOM ( PERS-403) with exception of the
assignment of Desig 1 (SS) to those Desig 2 (SU) personnel who
conpl eted requirenments for “qualification in submarines.” The
authority for this designator change is granted to the subnarine
f orce commanders.

12. Substance Abuse Policy

a. The special safety and reliability aspects of operating
submari nes necessitates stringent substance abuse policies.

b. For personnel with a history of pre-service drug abuse
desiring entry into the Nuclear Field Program waiver requests
will be screened by CNO (N133D). Waivers may be granted only in
cases of experinmental use of marijuana.

c. For personnel with a history of pre-service drug abuse
(marijuana only) desiring initial submarine training other than
the Nuclear Field Program waiver requests will be screened by
t he appropriate command |isted bel ow.

(1) Commander, Navy Recruiting Command, for personnel in
that adm nistrative chain of command as specifically outlined in
COVWNAVCRUI TCOM NST 1130.8F. Adm ssion of pre-service
experinmental use of marijuana while in the Del ayed Entry Program
(DEP) is not waiverable.
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(2) NAVPERSCOM ( PERS-403) for personnel in all other
commands. Wivers may be granted only in cases of experinental
use of marij uana.

d. Any tinme a waiver is granted for pre-service drug abuse,
the foll owm ng NAVPERS 1070/ 613 service record entry wll be
made:

“(Date): A waiver of pre-service marijuana use for submarine
duty has been granted by (cite authority). | understand any
future drug abuse wll result in permanent submari ne

di squalification and processing for separation from Naval
Servi ce.

VEMBER W TNESS"

e. Drug abuse waivers will not be granted for personnel
with a history of in-service drug abuse desiring initial
submarine training or for in-service drug abuse which occurs
after comrencenent of initial submarine or Nuclear Field
trai ni ng.

f. Personnel disqualified fromsubmarine duty for drug
abuse are not eligible for reinstatenent at any tine.

g. Personnel disqualified for al cohol dependency may
request reinstatenent to submarine duty in accordance with
OPNAVI NST 5355.3B within 3 years of the disqualification date.
After 3 years, reinstatenent will not be consi dered.

13. Disqualification for Duty. A CO may, at any tine,
recommend to the appropriate disqualification authority, via the
adm ni strative chain of command, that any enlisted nenber
serving under the CO s conmand be declared disqualified for
submarine duty for any reason other than as a substitute for
appropriate disciplinary action in the case of disciplinary

of fenses. Disqualification shall not be utilized in lieu of a
recommendati on for separation of a menber from Naval Service
when separation is warranted and appropri ate; however, a person
being adm nistratively or punitively separated will be

di squalified from submari nes when such separation has been

di r ect ed.
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14. Criteria for Renoval of Submarine Designator. There are
two general categories of justification for renoval of a
submari ne desi gnat or

a. Physical disqualification, and

b. Al other reasons. This category may include, but is
not limted to:

(1) Inability or refusal to qualify or requalify in
submari nes.

(2) Substance abuse (al cohol or drugs).

(3) Loss of or inability to acquire a required security
cl earance, NEC, or limted access authority.

(4) Renoval fromthe Personnel Reliability Program
(PRP) .

(5) Conscientious objector status.
(6) Enotional instability.
15. NAVPERS 1070/613 Entry for Physical D squalification. For

per sonnel who are physically disqualified, the foll ow ng NAVPERS
1070/ 613 entry shall be nade:

“(Date): Determned “physically not qualified” for submarine
duty for reasons as stated in nedical record. The enlisted
submari ne designator (SS)/(SU) is hereby renoved. (Menber’s

| ast nane) is entitled to wear the subnmarine breast insignia (if
applicable). (Menber’s last nane) may reapply to NAVPERSCOM
(PERS-403) for restoration of the (SS)/(SU) designator when he
once again satisfies the physical requirenents of the Manual of
t he Medi cal Departnent for submarine duty.

Aut hority: (Cite the source docunment approving
di squalification.)”
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16. NAVPERS 1070/613 Entry for Reasons O her than Physical.
For personnel who are disqualified for reasons other than
physical, the follow ng service record NAVPERS 1070/ 613 entry
shal | be made:

“(Date): Disqualified for submarine duty by reason of (state
reason). The enlisted submarine designator (SS)/(SU) is hereby
renmoved. (Menber’s last nanme) is not eligible for return to
submarine duty at any future date and is not entitled to wear

t he submarine breast insignia (if deened appropriate by the
submarine disqualification authority).

Aut hority: (Cite the source docunment approving
di squalification).”

17. Reinstatenent after Disqualification. Reinstatenent to
submarine duty after disqualification will be considered (with
t he exception of drug abuse and for al cohol dependency greater
than 3 years fromthe disqualification date) in accordance with
t he procedures specified in NAVPERS 15909G, chapter 5.
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